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Carotid body tumours are slow-growing hypervascular lesions arising from nonchromaffin cells within the neural crest in the region of the carotid bifurcation.' They are also referred to as paragangliomas and it is well documented that they may be multiple. '3 In this case the surgeon's impression of a leftsided carotid body tumour at the time of biopsy was confirmed by MRI scanning. The demonstration of a second lesion was entirely unexpected. Further questioning at a later date failed to reveal any definite family history of similar tumours. In view of his age, the patient declined further operative treatment of his tumours. He is currently being followed up as an out-patient at his local hospital and to date remains well.
